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ABSTRACT : The Innovations are the outcome of survival strategies of the disadvantaged people in the
risk prone and vulnerable regions. Over a period of time, a vast repository of knowledge and techniques,
labeled as ‘Indigenous Technologies and Knowledge’ (ITKs) has been accumulated. It is based on
experience, often tested over centuries of use, adapted to local culture, environment and dynamics.
Indigenous knowledge is found to be socially desirable, economically affordable, sustainable and
involve minimum risk to research users and widely believed to conserve resources. This study makes
attempt to evaluate the socio-economic profiles of the grass root level innovation related to arecanut
in Karnataka. It was found that, the cost of peeling in machine is much more economical than the
manual method of peeling in arecanut. Further, about 80 of sample farmers are willing to buy or hire the
arecanut-peeling machine in the study region. However, high cost of machines, lower efficiency
followed by non-suitability of machine for all sizes of nuts were the major constraints faced by the
farmers in mechanical method of arecanut processing.
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